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(1)
BECOME SKILLFUL AT CONVERSATION

Do you find difficulty bridging natural conversations to spiritual things?  If so, you are not alone.  Most people have difficulty transitioning a conversation to talk about spiritual issues.

Let’s first agree that most witnessing encounters happen as we are going through life in relationship with others and not on the doorstep of a house where we make a presentation.   We must learn to conversate with people.  We’re good at doing it.  Let’s learn to weave our testimony and the gospel into our conversations.

Here’s the point


Ideas to trigger spiritual conversations

· Current Events

· Meanings of Names

· Straightforward Spiritual Questions

· Cross Jewelry

· Carry Your Bible

· Life Events

· Other Peoples Words
Take The Common Ground  (Acts 17:22,23,27,28)

· Paul uses a religious shrine as a conversation starter and quotes a secular poet to gain common ground with his audience

· If the person believes in the truth of the bible, take the common ground by showing him/her passages that differ with his/her beliefs

· If the person doesn’t believe in the Bible, try to use things that they believe in to support your position

· Ex. They say, “I don’t believe in God.”  You say, “Then why do you believe murder is wrong?”

· They say, “I don’t believe in a God I’ve never seen.”  You say, “ Have you ever seen your brains?”

(2)
LEARN TO ASK GOOD QUESTIONS

Good questions allow people to expose their own beliefs/thoughts without you having to figure out what they believe.  Also, good questions allow people to come to logical conclusions without you having to be blunt.  There are times when we must be blunt as there are types of people that we need to blunt with.  Allowing others to answer difficult questions will expose their hearts.

· What do you mean by that?

· Ex. What do you mean by atheist?

· Do you mean there is absolutely no God?

· Do you mean that you don’t know personally if there is a God?

· How do you know that to be true?

· How do you know that there is no God?

· Have you been everywhere in the universe?

· What solid evidence can you produce to prove your position?

· What difference does it make?

· What difference has atheism made in your life?

· Has it given you purpose to live for?

· Has it brought security for death?

· What if you’re wrong?

· What if you’re wrong and the God of the bible is real?

· If you’re right, I have nothing to worry about, do I?

· But if you’re wrong, what are the consequences?

If a person doesn’t believe in the bible, then push them to be consistent with their own belief system

Two of the most penetrating questions I’ve found…

(1) If you were to die tonight, would you spend eternity in heaven or hell?

(2) If you died today and stood before Jesus and he said, “Why should I let you in to heaven,” what would you say?

These questions may seem very awkward, and they will be if you are not comfortable asking them.  However, if you ask these questions confidently, it will invite a very engaging conversation.

(3)
LISTEN!

All too often I have seen well intentioned Christians dominate a conversation either by giving an overly long presentation without an opportunity for dialogue with the other person or by communicating a drawn out testimony.  Have you ever seen a garbage truck pick up one of those large green boxes and empty it’s contents?  If you have, you know that most of the contents in the garbage container are emptied in one fail swoop.  However, just to make sure, the operator jars the container up and down several times to empty any remaining objects.  Well, sometimes we’re like that garbage truck operator and we empty everything we know about Jesus, the bible, and anything else remotely related to them…and then some.  Meanwhile, our audience has been buried under facts, testimonies, scriptures, and then some, all of which are great things to share…just not all at the same time.

Here’s a shocking fact:  people love to talk…especially about themselves.  When we listen to a non-Christian, we give them an opportunity to expose their thoughts/beliefs and create a give and take conversation.  Now don’t get me wrong, if you never say anything and only listen, people can’t get saved.  But don’t ever underestimate the value of listening in a witnessing opportunity.


Listening Tips:

(1) Find something interesting and ask questions

(2) Evaluate but suspend immediate verbal judgement

(3) Focus with the eyes

(4) Repeats phrases, ideas, thoughts

(4)
TAKE THE INITIATIVE

If you were looking for a spouse, would you sit on your couch day after day waiting for someone to bust through the ceiling and fall in the chair next to you?  Of course not.  You’d actively keep your eyes open and examine potential mates to see if they are the person God has for you.

When it comes to witnessing opportunities, don’t wait for a non-Christian to initiate a conversation.  It happens rarely.  Jesus took the initiative!

How to Share the Gospel



CWT, FAITH, the NET, Share Jesus Without Fear, G.O.S.P.E.L……

The list goes on and on for gospel presentations.  For some, you even have to get certified with an actual certificate to hang on the wall before you can put it into practice.  Take your choice of acronyms and approaches and it’s probably already been done, the website published, the t-shirt made, the knick-knacks sold.

So, you’re probably thinking, “Great, I don’t have to learn another presentation.”  Well, sort of.  Here are two of the simplest and most effective ways to share the gospel that I have found.  No books, no certificates, no jewelry, no bracelets, no acronyms.  

Here are two of the simplest ways I’ve found to share your faith…

#1
7 VERSES

Here’s a revolutionary idea.  The scripture has said it clearly enough.  Enough said! 

SEVEN VERSES

· Genesis 1:1

· John 3:16

· Romans 3:23

· Romans 6:23

· Romans 5:8

· Romans 10:9-10

· John 1:12

I have personally used these seven verses on many occasions.  No smoke will appear, no surprise appearances by Jesus…just the gospel in 7 of the clearest verses I know.  I’ve seen more than one person listen as these seven verses were read and explained come to tears because of the conviction of the Holy Spirit as God’s Word brought forth life.

#2
Ten Commandments

Ray Comfort and Kirk Cameron have uncovered a lost treasure in revealing the gospel by way of the Ten Commandments.  This approach is one of the most effective in an American context.  American, in general, have two common beliefs.  First, most believe in heaven.  Second, most believe that one can get to heaven by being good.  By using the Ten Commandments, those who believe that getting to heaven by being good soon realize that on the day they stand before Jesus, who will judge them, they will be guilty.

A question is asked at some point during the conversation, “Are you a good person?”  Of course, someone will say, “yes!”  Then several questions will follow.  “Have you ever told a lie?”  Everyone has and most people won’t hesitate to say yes.  If they do, assure them that you too have told a lie!  Then ask them, “What do you call someone who tells lies?”  A liar.  The next question is asked; “Have you ever stolen anything?  Even something as little as your friend’s pencil?”  Everyone has.  If they hesitate to admit it, I usually tell people that the first thing I ever stole (at least that I can remember) was a pack of cigarettes from my next-door neighbor’s house while they were gone on vacation.  Assuring them that you have stolen something will help them to admit it!  Then ask them, “What do you call someone who has stolen something?”  A thief.  The third question is then asked: “Have you ever looked at a guy or girl with lustful thoughts?”  Sometimes people start to squirm at this question, especially if someone of the opposite sex is listening.  Most guys will laugh and say, “of course.”  Girls are a little more hesitant but with a little prodding, they will admit.  Then ask them, “What do you call a person who has looked at another person with lustful thoughts?”  An adulterer (according to Jesus in the NT that anyone who even looks at someone with lustful thoughts is an adulterer).  

After these series of questions are asked, it is then observed: “Well in three questions, you have just admitted that you are a lying, thieving, adulterer at heart.  On the day that you stand before God and he judges you (and he will because the bible says, “It is appointed unto man once to die and then to face judgement” Hebrews 9:27), will you be innocent or guilty.  It is impossible to admit to these three questions and then say that you will be innocent.  Some may attempt to say they are innocent because God is loving and forgiving, at which point it should be pointed out that if you stood before a judge and were declared guilty of raping and murdering someone, then surely he would not let you go just because he is a loving and just person.  God is just and loving, but he must deal out punishment for our sins if we have not trusted Christ to do so.

When that person realizes that they stand guilty before God, it surely brings conviction and they can clearly see that there is a problem, as they currently live, between God and themselves.  At that point, there is a prime opportunity to tell someone that forgiveness is available through Jesus Christ!

Resources for sharing your faith



How to share your faith with….www.dare2share.org/free/

· Alisha the Agnostic 
· Andy the Atheist 
· Bailey the Buddhist 
· Erin the Evolutionist 

· Hari the Hindu 
· Jenna the Jew 

· Jordan the Jehovah Witness 
· Marty the Mormon 
· Mo the Muslim 
· Nicole the New Ager 
· Sid the Satanist 
· Willow the Wiccan 
Books

The Case for Faith and The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel (Zondervan)

The Case for a Creator by Lee Strobel (Zondervan)

Don’t Check Your Brains at the Door by Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler (Word)

Fatal Flaws: What Evolutionists Don’t Want You to Know by Hank Hanegraaff (W Publishing).

More Than A Carpenter by Josh McDowell (Tyndale)

Becoming a Contagious Christian by Bill Hybels (Zondervan)

I Don’t Have Enough Faith To Be an Atheist by Norm Geisler (Crossway)

The Kingdom of the Cults by Ravi Zacharias (Bethany House)

WEB SITES

Defending the Faith (apologetics) Websites

www.souldevice.org
www.carm.org
www.equip.org
www.str.org
www.rzim.org
Evangelism Tools

www.fishthe.net
www.everystudent.com
www.dare2share.org
www.servantevangelism.com
Follow Up

www.startingwithgod.com
www.godsquad.com
Testimony

www.5clicks.com
www.thekristo.com/tools/tracts
We must become skillful at seizing the opportunity during conversation.
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