FLOOD WEEK 4

Living With Grace
INTRO

What do these animals have in common?

polar bears, burying beetles, hamsters, wolf spiders, tetras, black mollies, guppies, some cats, and occasionally even elephants…

THEY EAT THEIR OWN BABIES

Otty Sanchez eats her own newborn baby.
http://www.salon.com/2009/08/01/otty_sanchez/
Graceless religion turns on itself and those around us.
We eat our own.

There’s no telling what we will do to those outside the faith unlike us.

#1 PEOPLE WHO WERE NOTHING LIKE JESUS LIKED JESUS &
JESUS LIKED PEOPLE WHO WERE NOTHING LIKE HIM

Matthew 9:9
READ Matthew 9:9
EXPLANATION

- Very plainly, Jesus was a paradox. He was full of both grace and truth to outsiders. To those who were the most unlikely candidates of not only his presence but his attention and invitation.
- Very rarely spent time with the devout men of Israel. 

- Jesus was comfortable teaching in the synagogues as well as dining with notorious sinners.

- Jesus was full of grace and truth (John 1:14). He brought the full measure of truth and grace

- Levi was one of the unlikely candidates that Jesus invited to follow Him.

DESCRIPTION OF LEVI
- Levi’s name – Jewish descent; priestly line who were the only family faithful in the Exodus when all others were worshiping the golden calf

- Even though he was of Jewish heritage, he couldn’t have felt more out of place.

- He was a tax collector – a government position universally hated throughout the Roman Empire because of its inherent corruption.

- Rome required a certain quota of taxes from citizens, but the tax collectors used their authority to extort as much as they wanted. The surplus collected was their profit.

- To become a tax collector, one had to purchase the office from another government official, which often required them to sell off their estate or property. 

- Jews drew their identity in part from owning a parcel of the promised land. To sell off their portion of land that was promised to Abrahams descendants was to forfeit participation in God’s covenant.

- Therefore, Jews regarded tax collectors as traitors, men who betrayed their people, their heritage, their temple, and their God.

- They were like prostitutes who sold their bodies for money, only they sold their souls to Rome.

- Remember, Levi was from the line of Priests that God has designated. For a Jew to become a tax collector was bad. But, for a member of the tribe of Levi to do so was beyond comprehension.

- Can you imagine…every time he wrote his own name, LEVI, he was reminded of what he was to born to be yet what he had become.

- WITH ALL OF HIS BACKGROUND – think about the surprise when the most prominent Rabbi in all of Galilee invited him to become one of his followers.

- This would be the beginning of a series of new experiences that would eventually result in Levi becoming a different person. 

- He changed his name to Matthew. Would eventually pen the pages of the first Gospel in the New Testament. 

- What is the exchange of thought for Matthew as well as those Jews who are watching as Jesus comes by the tax collectors booth and invites him to “Follow me?”

- This was the same invitation that Jesus gave Peter, James, and John. But that made sense…their families were Jews who remained loyal to their heritage and God.

- Imagine their reaction when Jesus invited a tax collector to be part of the inner circle.

- Matthew later penned the record of how Jesus came to a sin-sick world to redeem those considered unredeemable.
- Matthew’s Geneology:

Jesus was born into a geneology who desperately needed the grace of God.

Matthew draws attention to the messy names in Jesus’ geneology.

· V2 - father of Judah and his brothers – Joseph was the more reputable brother and Judah was the one who mistreated and sold Joseph

· V3 - whose mother was Tamar – Tamar lied to her father-in-law to get pregnant by him
· V5 - whose mother was Rahab – wasn’t Jewish, grafted into the family of God from prostitution

· V6 - whose mother had been Uriah’s wife – the added detail would emphasize the scandal around Solomon’s birth
· Liars, swindlers, lawbreakers, murderers, adulterers, and prostitute.

· Matthew may have thought – my kind of people
#3 GRACE IS INVITING TO THE UNRIGHTEOUS AND THREATENING TO THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS

Matthew 9:10-12

EXPLANATION

INSIDE THE HOUSE

- Before Jesus came two groups: self righteous & self condemned

- Self righteous chased sinners away and their own shame kept sinners running

- Jesus showed up

- Jesus invited himself to Matthew’s house
- Rahabs, Bathshebas, Judahs, Davids all showed up for the celebration

- Righteousness personified right alongside unrighteousness on steroids
- On that afternoon, Matthew’s house become a place of grace.

- Jesus was completely comfortable being surrounded by those who most needed a bridge back to God that only grace could provide.
OUTSIDE THE HOUSE
- Standing outside was the sacred gathering of religious icons. Teachers of the law. Pharisees. The good people.
- Even if they were invited, they would never dream of entering a sinners home.

- For this group, sin was a communicable disease.

- Huddled up outside, they asked, “Why does your teacher eat with the tax collectors and sinners?”

- Didn’t understand how a man who looked nothing like Matthew could like Matthew.

- Jesus says, I didn’t come to invite those who think they are righteous but those who know they are sinners.
ILLUSTRATION

You know who hates this message? 

1. Those who don’t give grace. 

2. Those who are spiritual segregationists (self righteous and would rather segregate than imitate)
TAKE THIS HOME
GRACE IS NOT EARNED, IT IS OFFERED
Matthew 9:13

EXPLANATION

- The fact that Jesus invited Matthew to become his follower and then ate with him in his home. 

- This was not a new idea. 
- The simple message of grace has time and time again been buried under a mountain of religious complexity – complexity brought on by people who have sought to earn their righteousness rather than admit and rest in the truth that there is no righteousness apart from that which is given by grace.
- You know what got Jesus’ blood boiling? Graceless religion.
- Jesus’ conflict was always with the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the teachers of the Law.
APPLICATION

There is the continuing tension between the self-righteous and the self-exiled

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Which side of the aisle do you lean?

2. If you had been invited to Matthew’s party, would you have been a bit conflicted?

3. Would your first thought be to stand on the outside and wonder why Jesus fellowshipped with sinners before confronting their sin?

OR 

4. Are there things in your current lifestyle or your past that give you pause before walking in the presence of Jesus?

Are you self-righteous and not offering grace?

Are you self-inflicted knowing you’re not worthy of the presence of Jesus?

There’s an alternative…

The Way of Grace

