REEL TRUTH FOR CHRISTMAS series
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Week #1

ELF

INTRODUCTION

Favorite Christmas movies
Isn’t interesting how easy it is to remember your favorite movie?

Let’s make this a December to Remember with some REEL TRUTH FOR CHRISTMAS

Scene #1 - Elf decorates the store for Christmas overnight

Point: 
When’s the last time you lived outrageously for Christ?
Scripture: Mark 12:41-44
41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put 43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to live on." worth only a fraction of a penny. and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins,
Illustration: 

MY CHRISTMAS:

- Cut down a Christmas tree
- Biltmore House with the family

- Downloaded a bunch of Christmas music

Application:

Be generous this Christmas season

Treat your family like they are family

Tell someone about Christ

WE NEED REVOLUTIONARIES THAT ARE OUTRAGEOUS!!!!

Crazy love lives out of the ordinary and goes above that which is expected. Not much is expected of Christians. Sleeping around. Getting drunk. Divorcing spouses. Forming cliques. 
Scene #2 - "Santa, I know that guy!!!!!" 

Point:
Do you esteem Christ above all else?
Or are you preoccupied with yourself and others perception?
Scripture: Luke 10:38-42
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." and upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. that my sister has left me to do the work by myself ? Tell her to help me!" 41 "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care who sat at the Lord's feet opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary,
Illustration: 
Tim Tebow getting criticized for what is seemingly should be normal

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/thehuddle/post/2011/11/tim-tebow-responds-to-jake-plummers-comments-on-his-faith/1
JAKE PLUMMER SAID: "Tebow, regardless of whether I wish he'd just shut up after a game and go hug his teammates, I think he's a winner and I respect that about him. I think that when he accepts the fact that we know that he loves Jesus Christ, then I think I'll like him a little better. I don't hate him because of that, I just would rather not have to hear that every single time he takes a good snap or makes a good handoff.

"Like you know, I understand dude where you're coming from ... but he is a baller."

TIM TEBOW SAID: "If you're married, and you have a wife, and you really love your wife, is it good enough to only say to your wife 'I love her' the day you get married? Or should you tell her every single day when you wake up and every opportunity?

"And that's how I feel about my relationship with Jesus Christ is that it is the most important thing in my life. So any time I get an opportunity to tell him that I love him or given an opportunity to shout him out on national TV, I'm gonna take that opportunity. And so I look at it as a relationship that I have with him that I want to give him the honor and glory anytime I have the opportunity. And then right after I give him the honor and glory, I always try to give my teammates the honor and glory.

"And that's how it works because Christ comes first in my life, and then my family, and then my teammates. I respect Jake's opinion, and I really appreciate his compliment of calling me a winner. But I feel like anytime I get the opportunity to give the Lord some praise, he is due for it."

Application:

Maybe you need to practice the habit of personal denial in order to begin to develop a healthy appetite for Christ.
Scene #3 - North Pole at beginning of movie - where he doesn't fit in 
Point:
Live like Aliens in a strange world

There is a distinct call as a Christian to be other-worldly different!!!!!
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:11a, 12
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world
12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds on the day he visits us. and glorify God
Illustration: 

Home for Thanksgiving. Friend of the family talked about his new boss taking time to personally calling to say happy Thanksgiving and he was surprised because in 11 years, no other boss had ever even remotely acted like he cared. I laughed because it seemed so strange. That seems like such a natural thing for a Christian to do. To take a genuine interest in others. To bear burdens. To live in community.
Application:

Stand out.
I’m talking about being a freak not a geek.

Surprise someone with a kind response. Be gentle. Ask about someone.

Don’t be an alien to be an alien. Be an alien because that’s who God made you when he made you new. 

Do you know that it’s ok to be naïve and unfamiliar with some of the things your friends are doing?

Who cares if they’ve taken a hit from the hookah bong????????? BE DIFFERENT!!!!!

Scene #4 - Snowball Fight Scene

Point:
Play offense better than you play defense

Learn to defend yourself from Satan’s attacks

Scripture: 1 Peter 5:8
8 Be self-controlled looking for someone to devour. like a roaring lion and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around
Illustration: 

Playing checker on the iPad. Position myself to jump the computer on their 2nd or 3rd move. Always surprised. Whenever I position myself to play offense rather than defensively placing myself in corner, I win nearly 9 times out of 10. 

Christmas break: time to get in trouble. Put on the armor
Application:

Don’t blame Satan for your choices. Ultimately, you made the decision. The blame game doesn’t work with sin. It’s your fault.
BUT…you need to expect some arrows. Be on the offensive. Not defensive.

Truth, prayer, holy living, accountability, right friends
Some of us place ourselves in positions where we naturally have to play defense. Ie: alone with a girl, in a place where we know others are participating in our weakness.

If you walk through a cow field, you better expect to step in poo poo

Scene #5 - Board room - dad has to decide to stay and keep his job or go be with his son

Point: 
Right decisions are hard decisions.

Decisions you make today will influence your life tomorrow
Scripture: Matthew 7:13-14

13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Illustration: 

My Salvation
Nobody lived like a Christian

Debbie Wells was the only one. Another girl went away for a weekend and burned some cd’s when she got back but besides that not much was different.

It was tough to be a Christian.

Same for you!

Make the right decision.

