REEL TRUTH FOR CHRISTMAS series
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Week #2
CHRISTMAS STORY
INTRODUCTION

What reminds you of being a little kid?
For me, watching the Christmas Story takes me back to being a kid. 
Let’s be taken back tonight and draw some truths out of this great kid movie.

Scene #1 – Ohhh Fuuudge/Soap in the mouth
Point: 
Your Tongue Has the Power to Set Hell Loose
Scripture: James 3:5-6
5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

Illustration: 

Dabo Swinney’s comments about Steve Spurrier…
STEVE SPURRIER FOLLOWING THE GAMECOCKS' WIN: "We ain't Alabama, we ain't LSU, but we ain't Clemson."

DABO SAYS BACK: "If I had to respond to him, I'd say he's right. They're not Clemson," Swinney said. "They're never going to be Clemson to be honest with you, and no three-game winning streak is going to change that.

"There are a lot of rivalries out there and this is more of a domination," Swinney said. "And that's the fact. My kids, grandkids won't live long enough to ever see this really become a rivalry. It is what it is."
“He’s exactly right. They ain’t Alabama, they ain’t LSU and they’re certainly not Clemson,” Swinney said. “And that’s why Carolina is in Chapel Hill and USC’s in California and the university in this state always has been, always will be Clemson.

“You can print that. Tweet that. Whatever.”

“Coach Spurrier’s been there seven years. After five years, I think he had 35 wins and a new contract and all that kind of stuff,” Swinney said. “After five years at Clemson, if I’ve only got 35 wins, there’s going to be a new coach here. And there should be, because there’s a different standard.”

The problem is…
Steve Spurrier never said those words!!!
Whooopss. It’s out now how you really feel about South Carolina.

Application:

· There is no other attitude or action that is as explosive as what you say.
· When you control your tongue, you demonstrate maturity.

· The point of no return is when your vocal chords sync with your tongue to produce noise. At that point you can’t take it back. Before it goes to press, make sure it won’t need to be retracted.
Scene #2 – Lamp scene – mom breaks the leg lamp
Point:
The cure for the love of material things is the love of Jesus
Misplaced priorities
Scripture: Matthew 6:33a
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness
Illustration: 
Did you ever have problems sharing toys with your siblings. Maybe you don’t like letting others borrow your stuff today because you never learned how to share as a kid.

Deacon sharing toys with Eden.
Eden playing with his manger scene. He falls on the floor on his back and kicks his legs and arms.

The cure for sharing toys…is to love your sister
Application:

Possessions divide

Christ unites

Christmas time, family – and he’s excited about the leg lamp.

Set your heart on what’s above, not on what’s below

Not just some act or some knowledge, BUT JESUS. When you have Jesus, you have God.
Scene #3 – Ralphy shoots his eye out
Point:

Heeding the warning of your parents
Your parents are the guardrails in your life. Heed their warnings.

Scripture: Proverbs 23:13-14
13 Do not withhold discipline from a child; 
   if you punish them with the rod, they will not die. 
14 Punish them with the rod 
   and save them from death. 

Illustration: 

The Throwdown Showdown at age 17
· I’m going to a party

· My parents said I was going to church

· I yelled, screamed, told them what I was going to do.

· My dad let me do so. At the end, he was firm and his words were simple. “Get ready for church. You’re going with us.”

This was the pre-cursor to me being saved. It was a little over a month later that I trusted Christ for salvation – at a church event…that my parents suggested I go to.

The guardrail in my life resulted in salvation.

What if my parents didn’t care about guardrails? What if they refused to be employed by God for that very purpose and allowed hell to roam in my house?

Application:

· If you have a problem with your parents discipline, you have a problem with God. Take it up with him.
· God has employed your parents to establish guardrails for your heart, your purity, your mind, your hands and feet – how you feel, how you think, how you act.
· Their payment is a righteous life lived by you – Proverbs 23:24-25

· If you think your parents are being unfair, unjust, or downright wrong – remember that God has employed them to be so. 

Scene #4 – Eating duck at the Chinese restaurant for Christmas
Point: 
HOW DOES YOUR FAMILY STORY END?
This movie has family ups and downs:

· The “Old Man” and mom fight over the lamp. 

· Randy hides under the kitchen sink because he thinks dad is going to “kill” Ralphy for fighting.
· Battle between parents and Ralphy over the BB gun

But the story ends like any good story should end – a happy ending.
But what makes this special is that the family is happy and satisfied.

Ralphy gets his gun.

Randy gets his toys.

Mom and the “Old Man” end the movie sitting by the Christmas tree enjoying each others company.

Doesn’t everybody long for the happy family?
For those who are members of the family of God, the story ends the same. All is at peace.

· For everything that caused pain, suffering, trouble, dissention, stress is now resolved because SIN, which is what causes the natural order of life to be disturbed, has been overcome.

· Jesus on the cross invites everyone to a relationship…more so, to a family.

· He provides a solution to the world chaos which is sin

· Christ has taken the body of sin and offers resolution

· Without his resolution to your life – chaos will remain. Ultimately, there is no happy ending. 
· I’ve heard people say, I’ll be happy in hell. No you won’t.
· Misery might love company, but you won’t enjoy Hell.

· The family of Hell is described as…

49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth – Matthew 13:49-50

15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. – Revelation 20:15

· The family of Heaven is described as…

 1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

 6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. – Revelation 21:1-7

Scripture: John 1:12, Matthew 13:49-50, Revelation 20:15, Revelation 21:1-7
12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God
Illustration: 

My adoption
· 1977 several years after Roe v Wade.

· Parents brought me home from the hospital

· They are my parents

Christ adopts you into the family

